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Alibaba Pictures partners Wong Kar-wai and Tony Leung for Maiden 

Film “Bai Du Ren”  
 

11 January 2015, Beijing, China  - Alibaba Pictures Group Limited (SEHK code: 

1060; "Alibaba Pictures"; the "Company") today announced the launch of a new film 

project titled “Bai Du Ren” (擺渡人). The film is the Company's maiden project since 

changing its name in August last year. The film will be written and directed by 

renowned post-80s Chinese novelist Zhang Jiajia, and feature superstar Tony Leung 

as the lead actor. Prominent film director Wong Kar-wai will act as the film’s producer. 

  

ZHANG Qiang, CEO and Executive Director of Alibaba Pictures, said the 

Company will leverage Alibaba Group’s cloud computing and big data technologies to 

help tap customer demand and create a comprehensive ecosystem for its film and 

television production and marketing businesses.  

 

Alibaba Pictures is the entertainment unit of Alibaba Group. 

  

“Bai Du Ren” is the maiden project by the new management of Alibaba Pictures. The 

film is an adaptation of a short story with the same title by Mr. Zhang. The goal of 

Alibaba Pictures is to provide high quality content to Chinese audiences and the top 

talent involved in this product is a signal of the Company’s commitment to quality 

projects. Alibaba Pictures is also actively building partnerships with industry players 

and expediting project schedules of several film and television programs.   

 

Apart from “Bai Du Ren”, Alibaba Pictures has also acquired the adaptation rights for 

“My Fair Princess” (還珠格格) and the overseas distribution rights for the film “Wolf 

Totem” (狼圖騰).  In addition to the acquisition of intellectual property, Alibaba Pictures 

also signed co-operation agreements with acclaimed directors such as Wong Kar-Wai, 

Peter Chan and Steven Chow to acquire priority rights to invest in their future projects.  

 

Alibaba Pictures will ultilize big data and data mining technology to better promote and 

market their films. The Company will also work with Taobao Marketplace’s movie 

vertical to build a new product sales system that will improve online reservations and 

tickets pre-sales to boost marketing efficiency. The strong and growing cooperation 

between Alibaba Group’s e-commerce platforms and Alibaba Pictures will augment 

and improve the traditional film promotion, distribution and ticketing model. 

 

According to the 2014 China box office figures from the State Administration of Radio 

Film and Television, China's total box office rose from RMB21.769 billion ($3.5 billion) 

in 2013 to RMB29.639 billion ($4.8 billion), representing a growth of 36.15%. This 

reflects the immense potential of the Chinese film market.  
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Mr. Zhang Qiang(second from left), CEO and Executive Director of Alibaba Pictures, 
Mr. Wong Kar-wai(first from left), Producer of “Bai Du Ren”, Mr. Zhang Jiajia(first from 
right), Director and Screenwriter of “Bai Du Ren” and Mr. Tony Leung(second from 

right), Lead Actor of “Bai Du Ren”, were presented at the press conference in 

Beijing to announce the official launch of Alibaba Pictures’ first film project titled 

“Bai Du Ren” (擺渡人). 

 

 

– The End –  

 

 

 

 

About Alibaba Pictures Group Limited  
Alibaba Pictures Group Limited  is listed on both The Stock Exchange of Hong Kong 
Limited (stock code: 1060) and the Singapore Exchange Securities Trading Limited 
(stock code: S91). Alibaba Pictures is principally engaged in the film, television drama 
production and distribution business, as well as magazine advertising and distribution 
business in China. Alibaba Group completed its share subscription and became the 
controlling shareholder of Alibaba Pictures in June 2014.  
 
 


